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HONORING WESLEY UHLAND 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I stand before 
this body of Congress today to honor a man 
who has been wounded on the field of battle 
while in the service of his nation. Wesley 
Uhland, a 26-year-old Army Specialist, is a 
mechanic who received a bullet to the abdo-
men after an ambush by Iraqi soldiers. How-
ever, doctors have assured Wesley and his 
family that he will make a full recovery. As he 
recuperates, I would like to recognize his ad-
mirable service before this Congress and this 
nation today. 

Wesley graduated from Canon City High 
School in 1994 and joined the Army in 2000. 
He was stationed out of Fort Carson and was 
deployed in Operation Iraqi freedom on April 
11, 2003. As a mechanic, Wesley is respon-
sible for the care and maintenance of tanks, 
Humvees, and Bradley Fighting Vehicles. Dur-
ing the ambush in which he was shot, four of 
Wesley’s companions were also wounded, 
though all were lucky enough to survive the in-
cident. Wesley is recuperating in an Iraqi hos-
pital and is to be transferred to Germany be-
fore traveling home to Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot fully express the grati-
tude and respect I feel for Wesley Uhland. 
Each generation must renew its commitment 
to defend our liberties. Today in Iraq, a new 
generation of young Americans is fighting 
bravely for the freedom of others. I know that 
those who seek the true meaning of duty, 
honor, and sacrifice will find it in dedicated 
servants like Wesley Uhland. This Congress 
and all Americans should feel proud that we 
have soldiers like Wesley Uhland defending 
our great Nation. Thank you, Wesley, for put-
ting your life on the line to honorably serve our 
country.
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CONDEMNING BURMESE GENERAL 
THAN SHWE 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2003

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to condemn the recent harassment and 
intimidation of Burmese citizens carried out by 
General Than Shwe and his military regime. 
Various attacks have been committed under 
his command against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
and members of the National League for De-
mocracy (NLD). This is yet another example of 
how Than Shwe’s regime continues to employ 
terror and brutality as a means of retaining 
power over the Burmese people. 

While traveling outside of Rangoon recently, 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s convoy was at-
tacked by members of the Union Solidarity 
and Development Association (USDA), the po-
litical arm of Than Shwe’s military regime. 
Yielding machetes, hundreds of USDA mem-
bers forcibly stopped the convoy, surrounded 
it, and beat on the doors with their fists and 
other objects. 

Mr. Speaker, in Burma’s most recent elec-
tion, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD 

were elected to represent the people of Burma 
winning 82 percent of the seats in parliament. 
But Than Shwe has refused to honor their will 
and let those who have been legitimately 
elected govern. His military regime continues 
to systematically abuse the human rights of 
the Burmese people through its campaign of 
torture, imprisonment, forced child labor, and 
murder. 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the democracy 
movement have never resorted to the use of 
violence despite the savage treatment it re-
ceives. In fact, for her peaceful efforts to bring 
about change, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has 
won the Nobel Peace Prize, the Sakharov 
Prize, and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to support 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD while at 
the same time increasing political pressure 
upon Burma’s military regime. Democracy 
must be restored to this country. I would like 
to thank President Bush for his strong state-
ment to this effect last April and I urge my col-
leagues to join in this effort.
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
LARRY COMBEST 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 19, 2003

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to extend my best wishes to LARRY COMBEST 
as he embarks on a new direction in life. Mr. 
COMBEST has served the people of Texas’ 
19th district with distinction and honor for al-
most two decades. 

During the last four years, I had the privi-
lege of working with him in his role as Chair-
man of the Committee on Agriculture. I can 
safely say it is probably the most bipartisan-
ship committee in Congress. This tradition of 
bipartisan is long standing, and Mr. COMBEST 
exemplified this tradition as Chairman. 

It is because of his bipartisan leadership 
that Congress was able to pass a new farm 
bill last year, garnering a huge bipartisan ma-
jority in the U.S. House of Representatives. It 
was also during his tenure as Chairman that 
the Committee passed legislation through 
Congress to improve university research on 
agriculture and the federal crop insurance pro-
gram. It is not a stretch to say that Mr. COM-
BEST made a significant impact on U.S. agri-
culture in brief time as Chairman. There can 
be no doubt that he has been a strong voice 
in Congress and a consistent advocate for our 
nation’s agriculture community. 

LARRY, we wish you and Sharon all the 
best; and know that your kind of leadership 
will be sorely missed in Congress.
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IN HONOR OF THE ROMAN CATHO-
LIC DIOCESE OF COVINGTON’S 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KEN LUCAS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2003

Mr. LUCAS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the Roman Catholic Di-
ocese of Covington’s 150th anniversary. 

On July 29th, 1853, his Holiness Pope Pius 
IX issued the papal bull, Apostolici Miniserii, 
establishing the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Covington. For the past 150 years, the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Covington has contributed 
to and has met the spiritual, academic, and 
social needs of individuals from childhood 
through adulthood in Kentucky. 

Today, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Cov-
ington consists of forty-seven parishes, six 
missions, three Catholic hospitals, four homes 
for the elderly, two residential care facilities for 
children, three special centers for social serv-
ices, a retreat center, a diocesan college, 
seven high schools, two private high schools, 
twenty-seven diocesan and parochial elemen-
tary schools, two private elementary schools, 
and five diocesan cemeteries. The total Catho-
lic population of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Covington is over 88,000. 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington 
has been able to use its vast resources to en-
hance the quality of life for all individuals that 
live in Northern Kentucky. A portion of what 
they have been able to do includes assisting 
those in need through adoption and pregnancy 
services, counseling services, community and 
volunteer organizing services, and substance 
abuse treatment services. The actions of orga-
nizations such as the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Covington are what define a community. 
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent this 
community. 

I ask my colleagues to join me to honor the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington which 
has changed the lives of thousands of Ken-
tuckians throughout the past 150 years.
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HONORING THE SACRIFICE OF 
JORDAN FERRELL 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, as the battle for 
freedom rages across the globe, the United 
States has stepped forward to defend the 
world against tyranny and aggression. This in-
cludes sending forth brave men and women to 
protect the sovereignty that we hold dear. One 
of these brave souls has been wounded in 
battle, and his courageous actions and deter-
mination deserve the admiration of this body 
of Congress and of this nation. 

Jordan Ferrell, a 19-year-old soldier from 
Moffat County, Colorado was wounded in the 
service of his country during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. As a member of the Army’s 82nd 
Airborne, Jordan was wounded by shrapnel 
when a grenade exploded on the roof of his 
Jeep. After being injured, Jordan wanted noth-
ing more than to return to active duty, so he 
began the long road to recovery. I am proud 
to say that through hard work and determina-
tion, Jordan has resumed active duty, and is 
once again protecting the freedoms we enjoy. 

Upon completion of his military service, Jor-
dan wants to pursue a career in computers. 
His mother hopes he might consider creative 
writing. Regardless of the profession he 
chooses, if Jordan displays the same deter-
mination and drive, I know he will achieve 
much success in his life. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot fully express my deep 
sense of gratitude for the sacrifice and her-
oism of this soldier and his family. Jordan has 
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